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Curraglass NS
Visual Arts Plan

Arts education enables the child to express ideas, feelings and experiences in language, gesture and movement. Together with music and the visual arts, the use of drama in the classroom encourages the child to express ideas that are creative and explorative. The Arts Education curriculum explores pathways to learning that involves reflection, imagination and sensitivity. Learning through the arts facilitates the use of a range of intelligences

Curriculum Planning
1. Strands and Strand Units
2. Children with Different Needs
3. Linkage and Integration
4. Assessment and Record Keeping
5. Equality of Participation and Access
Organisational Planning
6. Timetable
7. Displays

8. Resources and ICT

9. Health and Safety

10. Individual Teachers’ Planning and Reporting
11. Staff Development
12. Parental Involvement
13. Community Links
Introductory Statement and Rationale
(a) Introductory Statement: The school plan for the visual arts was drafted by the staff of Curraglass NS during Croke Park hours on the 19th of September 2011. The views and feedback of parent and of members of the Board of Management are being sought so that their priorities can be identified and the plan adjusted accordingly. The principal will furnish the Board of Management with a draft copy and a copy will be placed on the school’s website for all parents to view as well as a copy being made available to The Parents Association. Following this consultation every effort will be made by the staff to include the opinions of stakeholders when completing the plan for the visual arts.
(b) Rationale: This plan is a record of our good practice in this subject and also conforms to the principles of the curriculum statements on visual arts.

Vision and Aims
(a) Vision: In our school we recognise the potential of each child in our care and endeavour to develop those qualities that make each child unique. We promote creativity, imagination and aesthetic understanding in line with the school’s vision statement and as outlined in the curriculum statements.

(b) Aims: We endorse the aims and objectives of the Curriculum for Visual Arts and, in addition, we aim:
· To provide activities that promote shared exploration and discovery of the elements and aspects of visual arts education

· To create an atmosphere of enjoyment and allow a sense of fun to permeate our visual arts classes
· To exploit the positive effect purposeful visual arts activities can have on the child’s learning in other areas of the curriculum.

Content of the Plan

Curriculum Planning

1. Strands and Strand Units

Teachers should familiarise themselves with the six strands (Drawing, Paint and Colour, Print, Clay, Construction, Fabric and Fibre) and ensure each strand and both strand units are given equal prominence during the visual arts programme for the year. The content objectives are divided between the two classes at each level. Teachers should refer to the  content objectives for their class at the beginning of  each school year. Teachers should also be mindful of the multiclass context of the classroom in Curraglass N.S. whereby children have the same teacher for a number of years. 
Sample table showing content objectives for Visual Arts for 5th and 6th class.

	Strand
	5th Class
	6th Class


	Drawing


	Strand unit: Making drawings

Experiment with the marks, lines, shapes, textures, patterns and tones that can be made with different drawing instruments on a range of surfaces, demonstrating increasing sensitivity and control.

Discover how line could convey movement and rhythm.

Draw from observation.


	Strand unit: Making drawings

Make drawings based on themes reflecting broadening interests, experiences and feelings.

Draw imaginative themes using inventive pattern and detail.

Draw from observation.

	
	Strand unit: Looking and responding

Children look and talk about their work, the work of other children and the work of artists.


	Strand unit: Looking and responding

Children look and talk about their work, the work of other children and the work of artists.


	Paint and Colour
	Strand unit: Painting

Explore colour with a variety of colour drawing instruments, media and techniques.
Make paintings based on recalled feelings and experiences and discover ways of achieving spatial effects.
Express imaginative life and interpret imaginative themes using colour expressively.
Paint from observation
	Strand unit: Painting

Become sensitive to increasingly subtle colour differences and tonal variations in natural and manufactured objects.
Discover harmony and contrast in natural and manufactured objects and through themes chosen for their colour possibilities.
Discover pattern and rhythm in natural and manufactured objects.
Explore the relationship between how things feel and how they look.



	
	Strand unit: Looking and responding

Children look and talk about their work, the work of other children and the work of artists.


	Strand unit: Looking and responding

Children look and talk about their work, the work of other children and the work of artists.




	Print
	Strand unit: Making prints
Experiment with more complex print-making techniques.

Use more complex print-making techniques to make theme-based or non-representational prints.

Use a computer print programme to create original images that are not dependent on clip art.


	Strand unit: Making prints
Make prints for functional uses as well as for their own sake.
Use a computer print programme to create original images that are not dependent on clip art.

	
	Strand unit: Looking and responding
Look at, handle and talk about natural and manufactured objects for experience of texture, shape and pattern.

Children look and talk about their work, the work of other children and art prints or print design that demonstrate a variety of print-making techniques.


	Strand unit: Looking and responding

Look at, handle and talk about natural and manufactured objects for experience of texture, shape and pattern.

Children look and talk about their work, the work of other children and art prints or print design that demonstrate a variety of print-making techniques.




	Clay
	Strand unit: Developing form in clay
Explore and discover the possibilities of clay as a medium for imaginative expression.
Use clay to analyse and interpret form from observation.
Explore some of the essential characteristics of 3-dimensional work.
Make simple pottery and sculpture.

	Strand unit: Developing form in clay
Experiment with and develop line, shape, texture and pattern in low relief.

Make an imaginative slab-built structure.

Work inventively and expressively with papier maché.



	
	Strand unit: Looking and responding
Look at, handle and talk about natural and manufactured objects for experience of 3-dimensional form.
Children look and talk about their work, the work of other children and the work of sculptors, including relief sculptures (prints and slides).
Look at and talk about ritual masks, street theatre masks and figures, and functional and decorative pottery from different cultures and different times (slides or prints).


	Strand unit: Looking and responding
Look at, handle and talk about natural and manufactured objects for experience of 3-dimensional form.
Children look and talk about their work, the work of other children and the work of sculptors, including relief sculptures (prints and slides).

Look at and talk about ritual masks, street theatre masks and figures, and functional and decorative pottery from different cultures and different times (slides or prints).




	Construction
	Strand unit: Making constructions
Explore and experiment with the properties and characteristics of materials in making structures.
Make drawings from observation to analyse form and structure.


	Strand unit: Making constructions
Make imaginative structures



	
	Strand unit: Looking and responding

Look at, investigate and talk about spatial arrangements, balance and outline in collections or photographs of natural and manufactured structures.
Children look at and talk about their work and the work of other children.

Look at and talk about impressive examples of buildings created in the past in different parts of the world and at contemporary architecture, sculpture, engineering and design (slides or prints).
	Strand unit: Looking and responding

Look at, investigate and talk about spatial arrangements, balance and outline in collections or photographs of natural and manufactured structures.
Children look at and talk about their work and the work of other children.
Look at and talk about impressive examples of buildings created in the past in different parts of the world and at contemporary architecture, sculpture, engineering and design (slides or prints).


	Fabric and Fibre
	Strand unit: Creating in Fabric and Fibre
Explore and discover the possibilities of fabric and fibre as media for imaginative expression.

Make small inventive pieces in fabric and fibre.


	Strand unit: Creating in Fabric and Fibre
Make simple character toys.
Design and make a costume.

	
	Strand unit: Look and Responding

Look at, handle and talk about a variety of fabrics and fibres for experience of tactile, visual and spatial qualities.

Children look at and talk about their work and the work of other children.
Look at and talk about woven, embroidered, knitted and other fabrics, including interesting items of clothing from different times and cultures, and explore the role of textiles in culture.
Look at fabric crafts and artefacts and visit a craftsperson at work if possible.

	Strand unit: Look and Responding

Look at, handle and talk about a variety of fabrics and fibres for experience of tactile, visual and spatial qualities.

Children look at and talk about their work and the work of other children.
Look at and talk about woven, embroidered, knitted and other fabrics, including interesting items of clothing from different times and cultures, and explore the role of textiles in culture.
Look at fabric crafts and artefacts and visit a craftsperson at work if possible.



2. Children with Different Needs
The visual arts programme should provide opportunities for all children to experience success. Particular support will be given to children with different needs where discovery and experimentation in visual arts can be very rewarding and may lead to the development of other skills and talents. The resource teacher, when devising learning profiles and I.E.P’s, shall consult with the class teacher as to the visual arts activities that best suit the children with special needs in our school.
Children who display a particular ability in the area of the visual arts will be encouraged to develop their talents through a range of school activities. Parents will be made aware of their child’s talents at the annual parent teacher meeting and this information will also be recorded in the report card. These children will be encouraged to avail of opportunities to engage with the visual arts e.g. enter competitions and develop portfolios in the senior classes. A selection of the artwork will be displayed on our schools website and this will be changed at regular intervals throughout the year.
3. Linkage and Integration
Teachers must plan for opportunities for linkage and integration of visual arts activities. A thematic approach may be taken for linking strands e.g. at Christmas, Easter and Halloween etc. The visual arts should be integrated with other subjects -English, Gaeilge, History, Music, Geography and Religion.
4. Assessment and Record Keeping
Assessment is an integral part of the teaching and learning processes in visual arts education. Teachers observe and discuss both work in progress and completed work. The primary form of assessment in our school is teacher observation where the teacher notes the quality of imagination, inventiveness and involvement of the child. The child’s ability to use materials and tools, the child’s contribution to group activities and the quality of his/her responses to artwork can be observed and recorded. Use will also be made of teacher-designated tasks to assess areas of development. Projects, work samples and child portfolios in the senior classes will also be used to look at the progression of skills development and as a record of achievement.
Each child's progress is recorded in the end of year report, a copy of which is kept in the child’s file stored in the office. A policy on record keeping will be drafted during the year.
5. Equality of Participation and Access
All children shall have equal access to all visual arts activities. In line with our inclusive school policy, different cultures are affirmed through discussion, activities and displays. Children of ethnic minorities are encouraged to contribute to the learning experience of the other children by sharing elements of their own culture.
No child will be excluded from the visual arts programme for failure to pay the arts and crafts contribution as listed in the Books and Materials List given out each year. Visits to galleries and exhibitions will be arranged every four years and as such it is envisaged that every  child will have visited an art gallery at least once during their time in Curraglass N.S. 
Organisational planning
6. Timetable
Teachers shall be encouraged to place visual arts as an intrinsic part of their timetable. Infant classes should show 2 hours and 30 minutes per week for Arts education, to include Visual Arts, Music and Drama, and other classes should show 3 hours per week. At certain times of the year teachers may block time when they are working on particular projects or preparing for special occasions. This scheduling should be reflected in individual teacher’s planning.
 The practical nature of the subject should be taken into consideration when allocating time. The looking and responding element could take place at other times and be integrated with other subjects such as English- oral language.
7. Displays
Children’s work is displayed in each classroom and should be regularly updated to ensure that the children are inspired by a colourful and constantly changing classroom environment. The entrance hall, notice boards and the general-purpose room are used to display artwork completed by the children. 
Projects and artwork from 2nd and 6th class are displayed in the church for the sacraments of Confirmation and the Eucharist. 
8. Resources and ICT

The Principal will draw up an inventory in 2011 of all art materials and resources present in the school and those that are needed. This inventory will be reviewed on a yearly basis. The staff will agree on  a list of materials they require at the beginning of each school year. These materials will be bulk ordered in so far as possible to ensure best value for money.
Books in relation to the visual arts and art appreciation are to be stored in a resource library which will be formed in the small room off the multi purpose room which is easily accessible to the three teachers in the school. It is envisaged that this area will be shelved before Christmas 2011 and the art books and resources stored there. Paints and materials will continue to be stored on the trolley near the staff room. Teachers accessing the Internet must follow the school’s Acceptable Use Policy and check proposed websites in advance of the class going online.

9. Health and Safety

School personnel are mindful of the health and safety issues associated with the visual arts. Every care will be taken in using glue, scissors, craft knives, clay and other materials. All art materials used should be non-toxic and safe for children to work with. The children will be encouraged to wear old clothing during practical classes to protect uniforms. 
Teachers must pay particular attention to the floor area near the sink when children are changing water. Lighting should be adequate and the room well ventilated while work is drying.
For visits outside the school the procedures applicable to school tours apply. Guest speakers are invited with the approval of the principal.
10. Individual Teacher’s Planning and Reporting

Each teacher’s planning reflects a balanced approach to the six strands in relation to Making and Doing. A thematic approach for some aspects of the programme - the seasons, school events, the school calendar, cross-curricular activities, celebrations and festivities has been agreed. This thematic approach should be reflected in each teacher’s long and short-term planning.

Following consultation, it was decided by staff that the Looking and Responding strand unit be incorporated into each lesson, either as the “Stimulus” for the lesson (based on children’s experiences, environment, local and national events) or in the “Looking and Responding” and “Concepts and Skills” section at the end of the lesson. The Ways Of Looking: Questioning Strategies which has been downloaded from the P.C.S.P website will be used to structure and guide looking and responding activities. A copy has been given to each class teacher and a copy will be attached as an appendix to this plan.
We record work completed in the Cuntas Míosúil and this record is available on file in the office. This ensures that the concepts and skills are developed from year to year and that the looking and responding activities are not repetitive for the children. 
11. Staff Development

Teachers are supported, where possible, by the Board of Management to develop their range of skills and expertise in the visual arts. Attendance at courses in the Education Centre is promoted and the sharing of knowledge and skills facilitated at staff meetings or at school planning days.

Teachers are encouraged to share expertise informally with colleagues. Teachers working on particular strands are also encouraged to invite other teachers and their classes to view their work in the classrooms. 
Teachers are  constantly aware of the theory of Multiple Intelligences and the different ways that may be used to activate learners’ diverse intelligences. 
12. Parental Involvement

Parents with particular skills and interest may from time to time come to support the visual arts programme in the school. 
Children’s interest in the visual arts can be stimulated by visits to galleries, museums and exhibitions and, where possible, to see artists and craftspeople at work.  A list of galleries in the local area will be compiled in the coming year and attached to this plan. Parents are encouraged to avail of such learning opportunities for their children. Parents can encourage their children to enter local exhibitions and community events. Information on these events is circulated through the school newsletter and website. 
13. Community Links

Links may be  forged with the local community and artists and craftspeople may be invited to visit classes. The visual arts programme is also linked with the study of local history, geography, traditions and folklore. The children’s attention is also drawn to interesting aspects of the local landscape and streetscape features. Teachers should refer to the Local History folder in the school.
Success Criteria

The success of this plan will be measured using the following criteria:
· Implementation of revisions in the visual arts curriculum will be evident in teachers’ planning
· Continuity of content and methodology will be evident in teachers’ preparation and monthly reports
· Ongoing assessment will show that pupils are developing a level of appreciation of the visual arts appropriate to their age and ability.
Implementation

(a) Roles and Responsibilities: Class teachers are responsible for the implementation of the visual arts programme for their own classes. The Principal supports the implementation of the visual arts programme
(b) Implemented in school year 2011-2012
(c) To be reviewed in 2015
Ratification and Communication
The plan is to be communicated to Board of Management and Parents in October 2011 through the school’s website. Board Of Management and Parental feed back will be welcomed and plan will be adjusted if appropriate. The Plan will be implemented in classes immediately.
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