The Blue Tit
By JM and JMK


   
	Europe
	UK breeding*
	UK wintering*
	UK passage*

	20-44 million pairs
	3,535,000 territories
	15 million birds
	


	Overview

Its colorful mix of blue, yellow, white and green make the blue tit one of the most attractive resident garden birds.  Any garden with a peanut feeder will attract them and they readily breed in nest boxes. In winter they form flocks with other tit species and a garden with four or five at a bird table at any one time, may be feeding 20 or more.

Where to see them

A common woodland and garden bird, also seen along hedgerows and in most places with trees and bushes

THEY EAT       Insects caterpillars and nuts.
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Hedge Sparrow

The beak is fragile and sharp, indicating that this is an insect eating bird rather than one feeding on seeds like the Sparrows.

The bird is 5, 5" and weighs 20 grams.  It eats insects. It lives in woodlands and gardens mostly. The eggs are kept warm for some two weeks. After this the young remain is in the nest for another two weeks (fledglings).

The bird lives very much on the ground and behaves much quieter than the Sparrows, even though it's not a really shy bird.
In winter it might feed on little seeds. They never leave Ireland. The nest is made from April to June in shrubs and bushes .
By LB and CJS

                                    The Robin

Habitat

The Robin stays in Ireland all year round .He is about 3 inches high. The robin is a greyish bird with a red breast. You would see the robin usually on the windowsill. He is a friendly bird.


                               Diet
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it is know as the robin red breast. The Robin eats berries, fruit and worms. He nests in stone walls, bushes or riverbanks. The nest is made from dead leaves and moss and is lined with hairs.
Eggs

The female robin lays about five or six eggs, which are white in color with reddish spots. The robin has a thin pointed beak, which he uses to catch worms. When my Granddad is digging the garden the robin often hops around looking for juicy worms.
By CRH & RD
                                             


Starling     

· Stocky, black bird. 

· Short, square-tipped tail. 

· Pointed, triangular wings. 

· Long pointed bill, yellow in breeding season. 

· Shimmering green and purple feathers in spring.

· Size: 20-23 cm (8-9 in) 

· Wingspan: 31-40 cm (12-16 in) 

· Weight: 60-96 g (2.12-3.39 ounces)         
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By AMM and CC
Swallow
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DESCRIPTION

The swallow is unmistakable by its sharply pointed, angled wings and forked tail. They are often seen darting in the sky line. The swallow is between five and six inches in length, has a chestnut colored throat, light underside, buff colored rump, and a white band above the beak. 

MIGRATION

The swallow, flies to South Africa for the winter and returns in the spring. 

NESTS

 Cliff swallows make their nests out of mud primarily beneath the edges of barn roofs. Swallows herald the arrival of spring as they arrive back in Ireland after wintering in southern Africa. Both adults build a nest from mud and plant fibers. They build against a beam or shelf in buildings or a ledge on cliffs. Existing nests are often refurbished, and there are instances were nests have been reused for nearly 50 years. 

EGGS

The eggs of the Swallow are about 20 mm by 14 mm in size, and are smooth, glossy, and white with reddish speckles. The duties of incubating the eggs are performed by the female. The newly-hatched young are fed by both adults, who catch insects on-the-wing and collect them in their throats before returning to the nest. Once fledged, the youngsters receive in-flight food from their parents. Swallows are summer visitors, arriving from late March to mid-May and returning to their southern African wintering grounds in September and October.
By SM and KF
Song Thrush



                  

           


 Identification: The thrush is very familiar to most people. Roughly the size of a Blackbird, plain brown upperparts and buffish white underside, with prominent arrow-shaped black spots in lines down the breast and flanks. Legs pale pinkish-grey. The thrush bounds along ground in search of worms. Males sit on high perch delivering song, which is loud and far-carrying. Usually occurs in ones and twos - never in flocks. 

Diet:

They are known to feed at least partially on snails and insects.
Habitat: 
Widespread but declining resident, and some birds from the continent arrive as winter visitors.
Size:

23cm (9")
      Just over half the young song thrushes reared in Ireland succumb during their first year. Surprisingly, perhaps, one ringed individual survived for over 13 years.
By CB and CH
The Wren
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Habitat: One of Ireland's smallest birds, almost all habitats including farmland, woodland, scrub, mountain and even on cliffs and offshore islands. Its small rounded body and tiny cocked tail are distinctive, however it can be a surprisingly difficult bird to see - more often heard than seen. 

Identification: The upperparts are reddish-brown and under parts paler with some greyish tones - faint dark barring can be seen at close range. There is a white stripe over the eye and the bill is fine and pointed.

Diet: Small insects and insect larvae.

Breeding: Breeds all over Ireland in many different habitats. Nest is spherical ball of moss with a small entrance in the side - positioned in dense cover such as ivy or tangles vegetation. The Wren will nest in all sorts of nooks and crannies. In rocky areas it lives up to its name Troglodytes (the cave dweller).  Ordinary tit boxes are sometimes used, filled with a complete ball made of moss, leaves and grass. If you find a Wren nest without a feather lining this will be one of several built by the male. Later, it may be accepted by the female, lined and then used – so don’t remove unused Wren’s nests. 

By COC and EM
